Happy New Year VISTAs!

Hope you all had fun and safe holidays, and had a chance to recharge your batteries. I did get to see my friends and family and surprisingly reflect over my decision of joining AmeriCorps*VISTA. 

Story time - One of my cousins who recently moved to United States was visiting my place and when I tried to explain the concept of AmeriCorps*VISTA to him, he was completely surprised. I was expecting the usual “why would you volunteer for a year, when you can earn income” line but instead, he was surprised by the concept of National Service that is established in our country. He was very amazed by the organized national effort that takes place towards volunteering in the United States and since then has been asking everyone -- what motivates/inspires people to volunteer on such a large scale? 

So I thought it would be interesting to pose this question to everyone who is part of the program. I would like to post everyone’s response on VISTA Land and then re-launch our website by mid-January. So, in order to do this – I really need your help. 

Please send in your thoughts to this question – What motivated/inspired you to volunteer? Please don’t discard your response. Everyone has an interesting story to tell and we would all love to learn about it. Send in your response (mandatory) with a brief description of the projects you are working on and a picture of you. No answer is too short or too long. 

Mandatory – your response to the question, a brief description of the projects you are working on and a picture of you – by Wednesday January 12, 2011. 

The reason for doing this is to create a sincere bond based on the single thing that connects us all – AmeriCorps*VISTA. It’s simple - reflect over the question and respond. I look forward to reading your responses and posting them on VISTA Land for your fellow VISTAs to read. Thank you in advance for participating in this exercise. 

Good luck with your adventures this year. 

Swati Karandikar 

NeighborWorks America VISTA Leader 
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